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Rocket Launch Pad in the NT  

  

Mr GUYULA to CHIEF MINISTER  

  

You revealed in July that talk is under way with the private sector and traditional owners about 

setting up a rocket launch pad in the NT. We understand Arnhem Land is being considered as the 

site. Indigenous people in my electorate are very concerned about this possibility, as we understand 

talks have already reached the serious stage. When will the critical stage of a comprehensive 

environmental and human impact study be conducted?  

  

ANSWER  

  

Madam Speaker, my understanding, and I can get this double checked, is that the Northern Land 

Council is running consultations regarding whether there is a desire for traditional owners to go 

down this path. That will trigger a range of things.  

  

Based on my last briefing, I understand the traditional owners of the land want to pursue this. The 

conversation is about whether it is realistic, the location and proximity to safe landing—all the things 

that would stack up. The company has asked the question of traditional owners and is talking with 

them about whether they want this. They have the information to share with them about how it 

would work in practice. If that is then okay, then it triggers the process involving environmental 

impact statements.  

  

I am more than happy to provide you with a briefing about those processes. We like the idea of 

diversifying the Territory economy, especially in North East Arnhem Land, knowing what will happen 

in Nhulunbuy and what economic opportunities can exist for local jobs. I like the idea of saying to 

kids in North East Arnhem Land that they can literally grow up to be a rocket scientist. That would be 

a fantastic opportunity.  

 

The Prime Minister has been talking about the space industry in Australia, and we in the Territory 

are leading the conversation for this being a reality in Australia. It can only happen at that site with 

the permission of the TOs, and that is where we are currently at with the NLC consultations.  

  

It is being sponsored by a private company in consultation with TOs, and that is the current stage. 

We rely on the advice of TOs on what they are comfortable with on their country, but it seems like 

and exciting project that provides local jobs and hope for people working and living in North East 

Arnhem Land, who are asking what comes next.  
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I think it sends a positive message to the rest of Australia that the NT has the capacity to lead and do 

great things in our remote places. Being in a remote place is not a barrier to innovation, investment 

or making things happen. That is why I support this idea being tested and progressed.  

  

Obviously, owners of the land have to have their say, own it and be comfortable with it, but that is 

where it currently sits. For me it is a very exciting idea that we are very happy to work on to ensure it 

is feasible, practical, manageable and achievable. But the owners of the land have to want it as well.  
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